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Message from the Vice-Chancellor

On the occasion of the wonderful International Archives Day Celebration 2023 at North
South University in association with the Bangladesh Archives And Records Management
Society (BARMS), | express my heartiest greetings to all concerned.

Every year on June 9, the world celebrates International Archives Day. It is a day set aside to
increase public understanding of the value of archives in protecting records and documents
to preserve a nation’s history and culture as a whole. The records of our governments, insti-
tutions, companies, organizations, and people are kept in archives. Such documents record
our conflict and peace, victories and losses, and aspirations. They give us a glimpse into the
past and aid in our comprehension of the present.

In this regard, | express my deepest gratitude to our Father of the Nation and Greatest Ban-
galee of All Time, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, but for whose farsightedness,
we would not have any archives in Bangladesh today. He vigorously supported the Foun-

dation of the National Archives of Bangladesh in 1972, causing a historical and cultural
revolution.

This Year’s International Archives Day has a special significance for North South University as
the university will establish its own archives. This will be a historic occasion, for NSU would
be the First Private University in the country to have such an institution. Also we hope that
the NSU Archives will not only be the storehouse of the University’s institutional memory,
but also the resting place of the private documents of the great sons and daughters of
Bangladesh.

| greatly thank the organizers of the Day and wish it all the success.

Professor Dr. Atiqul Islam
Vice-Chancellor
North South University



Message from the Pro-Vice-Chancellor

| extend my warmest wishes to all concerned on the occasion of the International Archives
Day Celebration, 2023, at North South University in collaboration with the Bangladesh
Archives and Records Management Society (BARMS).

The entire globe observes the International Archives Day on June 9 every year. It is a day set
aside to raise awareness of the importance of archives in preserving our collective cultural
heritage. Archives house the documents of our governments, various institutions, businesses,
organizations, and individuals. They keep records of our activities, successes, failures,
dreams, and goals. They help us understand the present by facilitating our study of the past.

| am delighted that North South University (NSU) will have its archives soon. It will be the
first of its kind in Bangladesh when that happens. Being the first private university in
Bangladesh, the story of its journey would be of special interest, particularly as its student
population is soaring consistently every year. | hope, one day, NSU archives will be as
famous as the archives of other illustrious pathfinders like Oxford, Cambridge, and Harvard
University.

| congratulate all those on this special day who do all the hard work to preserve the collective
memory of humankind.

Professor Dr. M. Ismail Hossain
Pro-Vice-Chancellor
North South University



Message from the President, Bangladesh Archives And
Records Management Society (BARMS)

June 9 is an important Day for the World’s concern about its cultural heritage. It is the Day
when the World ponders over its Archival heritage. Archives, the Memories of Nations and
Institutions, occupy the most important place in human history and achievements. They
provide information that helps us make our journey ahead with more confidence and assurance.
This Year's theme for Celebration is 75 Years of the International Council on Archives. This
reflects its dedication ‘to the effective management of records and the preservation, care,
and use of the world’s archival heritage through its representation of records and archive
professionals worldwide! Let us congratulate ICA for what they have done in this great
aspect of human activities.

When established, Bangladesh Archives and Records Management Society (BARMS) was
inspired by the actions of the ICA in carrying out its activities in Bangladesh and elsewhere.
It has also learned many things from the activities and research publications of ICA and
accepted it as a Role Model. | am happy that BARMS has achieved quite a lot in developing
the Archives culture in Bangladesh.

Itis in this regard that BARMS has been a source of inspiration in founding the NSU Archives.
I wish all the success for NSU Archives.

Professor Dr. Sharif uddin Ahmed
President
Bangladesh Archives And Records Management Society (BARMS)



Message from the Dean, SHSS

On the occasion of the celebration of International Archives Day, 2023, at North South
University in association with the Bangladesh Archives and Record Management Society
(BARMS), | express my warm regards and congratulations to all concerned. International
Archives Day, celebrated on June 09, reminds us of the importance of preserving historical
records in weaving the tale of a nation. This day is designated to increase our understanding
of archives' value in protecting our common cultural heritage.

International Archives Day is observed under the theme “75 Years of International Archive
Council: Looking Back” this year. It’s crucial to look back at our achievements and challenges
regarding our past and record preservation and management as it can provide insight into
dealing with current problems in light of our history and our record of heritage management.

With this vision, North South University has also taken the initiative to preserve its institu-
tional history by establishing an Archive. | hope this Archive will be a milestone in preserv-
ing the institutional memory of the First Private University in Bangladesh and enlighten our
path toward its future progress.

Professor Dr. Abdur Rob Khan

Dean

School of Humanities and Social Sciences (SHSS)
North South University



Message from the DHP Chairman

UNESCO earmarked 9 June as International Archives Day in 1948. The idea behind it was to
make the world aware of the importance of preserving records and documents of all kinds
as memories of nations. It was also intended to encourage all countries and people to
devote time and concentration to developing their national and institutional archives.

The Archives are especially relevant to reconstructing history from the enormous collec-
tions of records and documents a country creates and preserves. Historians are the most
suitable source of inspiration for revealing and reconstructing history. But the national
narrative is not all that matters. There are needs for other kinds of history, like institutional
history and knowledge.

In this context, North South University is planning to have its own Archives like many other
famous universities of the world. The History Department of North South University has
become involved in founding the NSU Archives. Hopefully, this will become a reality soon.

On this auspicious occasion of International Archives Day, | congratulate all involved in the
Archival World for their tireless and valuable works in interpreting and reinventing the gen-
esis of human history at the national and regional levels.

Professor Dr. M. Emdadul Haq

Chairman

Department of History & Philosophy (DHP)
North South University
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ARCHIVES IN BANGLADESH - CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS

- Professor Dr. Sharif uddin Ahmed*

ORIGIN OF ARCHIVES

The Archive is an institution that the dreamers of the ancient world thought indispensable for
humankind for preserving their memory and passing it on to unknown future generations.
Thus, it developed from the home of an ancient civilization. As the term ‘Archive’ itself origi-
nates from the Greek word ‘Archieon’ which means ‘an office! But the origin of this word is
derived from the philosophical term ‘Arche, which can variably mean ‘origin,‘power, ‘source of
action,’the underlying substance,‘beginning, ‘the first principle,‘sovereignty, ‘empire, ‘magis-
tracy, etc. signifying the importance of the place. No wonder such an essential aspect of life
and culture would soon become a universal phenomenon. However, the nomenclature
differs. Thus, Archives were known in other European languages in different ways. In Latin, it
was called Archivium, and in French, L' Archive.

HISTORY

As time flowed, Archives eventually evolved into a depository of documents and records for
governments and other organizations. As an institution, archival practice steadily took its
shape over a long period, going through complex processes of examination and
reexamination and sometimes even through politically-motivated decisions.

ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE

In the end, Archives also developed into a major academic discipline in its own right.It was
understood that the knowledge of the past helps to deal with the problems of the present for
future development. And that knowledge, in some cases, is derived from the information
generated from the records, proceedings,and other relevant documents preserved in the
Archives. This brings us to the story of the origin and growth of Archives as a public and
private body. Moreover, it brings us to the idea that Archives are places where information is
available for reconstructing a nation’s history. History of the origin and development of
Archives is as thrilling and romantic as History itself, which is mostly based on materials
preserved in Archives.

ARCHIVAL SCIENCE

The most important aspect of records management is the gradual development of an Archival
Science discipline. This dealt with the major issue-the best methods for arranging and
describing archives. It led to many different opinions. Some recommended a chronological
order while others ‘preferred a methodological arrangement of documents either place
names or according to the juridical nature of the documents’ The evolution and debate
concerning archival science continued for an extended period with changes in the adminis-
tration, government, and new technologies.

*President, BARMS & Founding Chairman, Department of History and Philosophy, NSU
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FRENCH REVOLUTION

However, the catalyst that led to the modern structures and practices of the National Archives was the
French Revolution (1789-1799). On the eve of its occurrence, this intellectual revolution was caused by the
writings of contemporary philosophers and other academics, challenging autocratic rule, privileged society,
and inhumane practices. The revolutionary cry of Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity; sums up the aims and aspi-
rations of the revolution quite well. Individualism and rational discourse opposed the long-established
norms of a feudal society and demanded the acknowledgment of individual rights and the abolition of the
privileges of noble birth.

However, the fight against the privileged classes entered an unforeseen phase when the downtrodden peas-
ants and other have-nots raided the depositories or record rooms of the Churches and the State. For it was
there that the age-old agreements, rather the entire records of all kinds of agreements or contracts often
executed under duress, were kept based on which the Church and the State continued their unlawful and
unjust exploitation of the masses of France for ages. However, these documents were not only agreements
or contracts; they contained France’s history and massive information about the lands, forests, rivers, roads,
natural resources, villages, etc. Without understanding the value of these documents, the oppressed masses
took them as the sources of their miserable life and inhuman existence.

Convinced as they were that these were their sources of suffering, they, in a mass, began to destroy them,
attacking the depositories, setting fire, and physically destroying them. Realizing the dire consequences of
such actions leading entirely to the loss of the nation’s memory, the high command in Paris dispatched the
army to subdue their supporters to save the nation’s memory. It brought all the surviving records and docu-
ments to the capital to form the future National Archives of France. This was how the Modern Archives devel-
oped as memories of the nation gradually throughout the world.

French revolution
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SOUTH ASIA

As far as South Asia is concerned, it is unfortunate that the recorded information about
the evolution of archives in the region is lost. Although records were created and preserved for
administrative purposes, they were not preserved systematically to allow the institution to
preserve the nation’s memory. During the medieval period, the office known as Mohafezkhana
became important, where governmental or other records were preserved.
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However, after the conquest of India by the British, these Mohafezkhana were gradually
neglected as records were kept in Persian and Indian languages,which the new British
rulers did not give much importance to. When English replaced Persian as the official
language under colonial rule, these documents further suffered from neglect and are
believed to have been discarded. A bulk of the Persian records—both public and
private—were ruined due to lack of care. The loss of such vital historical records is indeed
a collective blind spot in the memory of our nation’s history.

Archival Development During the British Period The
British conquest of India completely changed the
situation. Indeed, the tradition of modern archives
began in the subcontinent with the coming of the
Europeans, especially the English. In Bengal, the
English East-India Company established its head- }
quarters in Kolkata and founded Fort Williams, |
theircentral office. The English brought with them
the tradition and structures of European §
records-keeping, and they gradually introduced
them throughout the entire machinery of the government of British India.Towards the end
of the 19th century, a new preservation policy was adopted with the disorganized nature
of records-keeping and the vast bulk of records accumulating at the repositories.

This policy endorsed destroying unimportant documents to create space for preserving
those records deemed necessary for administrative reasons.However, a few documents
which contained historical value were also considered for preservation. This policy eventually
led to modern archives in the Indian Subcontinent. One single outcome of this policy was
destroying unimportant documents and creating of a central repository for valuable
records. And so, the first national archival organization in the subcontinent was established
in Kolkata in 1891, called the Imperial Records |,
Department. In 1911 this was transferred to Delhi,
and after the Independence of India, it became the
National Archives of India.
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PAKISTAN PERIOD

With the creation of Pakistan, the standard of
records-keeping and maintenance sharply fell
into negligence. This may be due to the need
for more experienced professionals. Many
skilled and educated Hindu people, who previ-
ously worked at the Record Room and
Archives, migrated to India.The new Pakistani
government should have paid more attention
to this critical sector of public life, and thus the gl
high standard that was once developed in - — —
managing and preserving records during the British period soon dlsappeared Indeed,the
documents needed to be addressed, and even the Record Rooms became dilapidated.
Though the National Archives of Pakistan was founded and housed in Karachi, just as with
many other sectors, more was needed concerning then-East Pakistan.

BANGLADESH PERIOD

The birth of Bangladesh, as in many other \ N\
aspects of the public domain, brought new life & \ “
to records management and archives. Ljr
Thus,through visionary imagination and ___
far-reachin gmeasures, the Father of the
Nation,Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,-
took the initiative to found the National Archives =S
of Bangladesh. So, in 1972 the National Archives ==
of Bangladesh was first established in a rented ©
house on Elephant Road and later shifted to its permanent Building in Agargaon.

The foundation of the National Archives of Bangladesh ushered in a new era in records management and
ensured the preservation of the nation’s memory and its superior culture. However, the lack of professional
and experienced human resources and questions of state priority hampered steady progress in this sector.
Most importantly, there developed a lack of awareness of the value of records and records management due
to the absence of education and training.The neglected and dissatisfactory state of record-keeping contin-
ued during the early years of the newly independent People’s Republic of Bangladesh. This sort of neglect
caused even further deterioration of valuable historical documents. In many cases, they became com-
pletely ruined. Despite all the enforced rules and regulations, the records and documents in government
offices needed to be adequately looked after and given importance. Even the posts of Record Keepers
who were responsible for keeping and maintaining the records lost all their importance, and when the
posts became vacant, they were not filled in.

Nevertheless, steady progress continued. And the authorities concerned in these regards, the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs and the Directorate of Archives and Library,did whatever and how much they could do.
However, there was a vital lacking: the absence of an Archival Law. From its inception, the National Archives
and the Management of Records were conducted through colonial laws and later the Archives Ordinance
1983, all of these, however, proved inadequate till the passing of the National Archives Act only two years
agoin 2021. It can thus be well imagined how much the archival world suffered from this lack of moral law.
It is hoped that things will improve from now on.
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However, only if we have skilled human resources. During the last 50 Years of Bangladesh’s
Independence, neither the government nor any educational institutions felt the need for
archival studies though it is a job-oriented education. The Dhaka University Library Science
Department used to have a course in Archival Science. | heard that it has now been
dropped. | am happy to say that North South University History and Philosophy Department
in the newly introduced Master’s Course in History and Asian Studies has a course in
Archives. In general, the Department also instructs in Archival Science.

DIGITAL RECORD KEEPING

The significant challenge that the Archival World, including Bangladesh,faceis the digitali-
zation of records. This is the greatest challenge the civilized world faces in preserving its
memory and the basis of civilization. The danger is there, but we are sure it will be overcome.
However, we need to be careful.

NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES
In this backdrop,we hope to launch our North South &

University UK notes about it,

The University Archives is responsible for the selection, transfer, and preservation of the
internal, administrative records of the University of
Cambridge, dating from 1266 to the present, and for
making them available for administrative and B
research purposes. The University Archives aims to [
provide a full and richly varied picture of the Univer- %
sity's organization and governance, its key functions
and activities, and major developments and achieve-
ments over time. From modest beginnings, housed
alongside other valuables in the University chest, the
archives now occupy more than 3500 meters of shelving at the University Library!
(https://www.lib.cam.ac.uk/collections/departments/manuscripts -university-archives/-
subject-guides/university-archives; Visited 2 June 2023 )
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OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

The North South University started its journey in 1992 in the backdrop of Bangladesh’s political situation
prevailing at the public universities of the time. A group of philanthropic

business people, civil servants, and other enthusiasts in education endeavored to establish the system of
Private Universities in Bangladesh. After lots of lobbying and finally, through the deliberations of the
Parliament, the Private University Act was passed in 1992. Thus, on 5 November 1992, North-South
University officially appeared as the First Private University of Bangladesh. Though officially approved,
the North South University started its academic session on 3 January 1993, and the formal opening took
place on 10 February 1993. At first, it started its activities from a rented building, Abedin Tower, Banani,
and then it built its grand building at Bashundhara, where it started functioning from 2009. The NSU has
a complete infrastructure with all necessary administrative and academic units and other sections and
divisions.

The student number increased. From 137 in 1993 to 25,000 in 2023. The academic activities have
increased enormously with four different Schools of social and natural sciences and other branches of
education. All this has naturally given birth to enormous numbers of records and files now lying and kept
in different places. Though the computer technology was used from the beginning, the modes of creat-
ing traditional hard copies of information are also in vogue. Thus, NSU now has an enormous amount of
conventional and digital records. This has created space problems, the longevity of forms, retrieval issues,
and long-time general preservation of documents as a memory of the institution and consultation of
them when needed.

The existing circumstances thus have led to the consideration of NSU Authority of having an Archives of
its own. NSU authority has thus begun the process of founding its Archives. In recent times the authority
has started formulating an Archives Policy and Founding Archives. In developing the Archives Policy, the
NSU will follow the basic archiving principles and fulfill some of its needs. Digital technology has created
new challenges, so much so that the bulk of record are in digital form.

In this context, NSU has already been working following the methodology adopted by UNESCO and now
going through a trial period of the system.

All this would require a separate administrative body and a separate infrastructure to which the NSU
authority has already given much thought and approval.

Thus, within a short period, NSU would have its own Archives. When it starts it would be the First Archive
of a Private University in Bangladesh,thus beginning a unique carrier for itself. As it would not only
preserve the memory of NSU but also of its alums who have already made a dent in the expansion of NSU
& it's legacy throughout the world. | hope that half a century from now, researchers and others will be
delving into NSU Archives for their research and other purposes into

. University records from 1992 to then
. Faculty papers

. Student diaries and posters

. Photos, films, and web archive

. University theses

. Dissertations

. Prize Papers
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Past Harvard students visiting their Alma Mater’s Archives

“Finding Their Place in Harvard's History

In September, the Fall Reunions Classes of 1974 and 1979 gathered at the Harvard Univer-
sity Archives for a unique chance to see items from Harvard’s history and from their own
time on campus”

| also dream that NSU archives would preserve its memories and of our beloved mother-
land by protecting the private papers of the great sons and daughters of the soil. So that
one day in the future, a researcher of NSU or anywhere in the world will be consulting the
most valuable private papers of great Bangladeshis.

Here is an example from Churchill College , Cambridge University, UK. | quote,

“The Churchill Archives Centre (CAC) at Churchill College at the University of Cambridge
is one of the largest repositories in the United Kingdom for the preservation and study of
modern personal papers. It is best known for housing the papers of former British prime
minister Winston Churchill”

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Churchill_Archives_Centre visited 2 June 2023 ).

The NSU Archive would thus create a new image of Bangladesh in general and North
South University in particular.
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Voices and Images from Kutapalung and Nayagara Refugee Camps of Rohingya:
Victims of a Lack of Archives
= Drs . Sigfried Janzing*

Rohingya Photographers Documenting Daily Life in the Camps

There is an increasing awareness among young Rohingya refugees living inside the refugee
camps in Cox’s Bazar about the power of existing and emergent technologies like camera
phones for photography and videography, interactive VR film, digital archives, and social
media platforms as tools for self-expression. It is estimated that two hundred Rohingya pho-
tographers in all the camps combined are documenting daily life in the camps using these
technologies.' They are the offspring of different ongoing initiatives and projects in the cen-
ters aiming to promote self-representation, to reframe the story of Rohingya from one of
reliance and exclusion to one of hope, and to preserve the Rohingya heritage and giving
public importance to it by storytelling through photo and video.

Omal Khair, Dil Kayas, and Azimul Hasson are three young vanguard photographers, survi-
vors of genocide forced from their homes in Rakhine State in 2017. Providing them with
mobile phones and training, human rights organization Fortify Rights and Qatar Founda-
tion’s Doha Debates enabled them, in a joint project called "Exodus,” to document their lives
and the lives of others in Cox’s Bazar refugee camp on Instagram, reclaiming the Rohingya
narrative on social media. 2

Mohammed Salim Khan, Haider Ali, and Salim Ullah Armany, all three Kutupalung Regis-
tered camp residents born in the camps to persecuted Rohingya parents, are other exam-
ples of Rohingya photographers documenting life there. They were inspired by participat-
ing in the Rohingya Photography Competition (RPC) initiated by UK-based documentary
filmmaker Shafiur Rahman.? Exposure for the Rohingya photographers by RPC and by the
supporting Instagram account “Rohingya Photography” has been exceptional.

Omar’s Film School, established in February 2020 by the two brothers Omar and Faruque
Mohammed in Kutapalung camp in Cox’s Bazar, is a third example of enabling self-represen-
tation, learning, and inspiring Rohingya refugees to document their lives and conditions in
the camps, aspiring even to become journalists, and dreaming of a better future.*

Are these Rohingya photographers the pioneers of a new narrative emerging in the camps
today? Looking at these initiatives in the papers or websites, you are struck by their expres-
sion of hope and aspiration. | want to create positive changes and improve livelihoods,
engage with the outside world on what it means to be Rohingya and break down long
established socio-cultural barriers that stereotype Rohingya people as outsiders, foreigners,
and a threat. | want to create a digital record of life events to fill the existing gap in the docu-
mentation, which is the root of the Rohingya people’s trouble. | hope to return to my home
country in safety and dignity.5¢7

Short Background: Rohyngyas as a Stateless People

The Rohingya people from Rakhine state are the largest stateless population in the world.8
As of 2019, nearly 1 million Rohingyas are living in the overcrowded refugee camps in Cox’s
Bazar, Bangladesh; fleeing from the genocide of what is today referred to as a textbook
example of ethnic cleansing perpetrated by the sovereign power, the Tatmadaw (Myanmar
Armed Forces).? The Rohingya people are part of an exponentially growing number of state-
less people today, an example of the violation and the dilemmma of human rights.

*PhD candidate at the University of Amsterdam, Member of Bangladesh Archives And Records Management Society (BARMS),
Former Director of Regional Archives Midden Holland (Gouda / Netherlands)
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Being without the government’s protection and being “abandoned” is the actual situation
of the Rohingya people. Due to a policy based on ethnic-Burmese national identity by the
government after independence in 1948; ethnic violence became embedded in the new
state. Various military operations (Operation King Dragon in 1978 & Operation Clean Beautiful
Nation in 1991 - 1992) forced 200.000 and 260.000 Rohingyas, respectively, to flee Myanmar.
In 1982 the Rohingya minority was stripped of their Myanmar citizenship and nationality
through a domestic law called the Citizenship Law, deliberately excluding them from politi-
cal life. Following violence between Rakhine and Rohingya in 2014, further legal restrictions
banned Rohingyas from traveling and working outside their village without authorization.
These affected fundamental rights to access livelihoods, food, water, sanitation, and educa-
tion. A series of four Race and Religious Protection Laws extended anti-Muslim and anti-
Rohingya approaches outside the Rakhine state, when it became National law in 2015.
Ariella Levine (“A Modern Day Holocaust,” 2019) and Alders Ledge (“Nuremberg Revisited,”
2013) compare these restrictions with the Nuremberg Race Laws of September 1935, strip-
ping citizenship from the Jews.1o "

Research Initiative under the University of Amsterdam and North South University, Dhaka.
The two photography projects, Exodus & Rohingya Photography Competition, the
established Omar’s Filmschool to train Rohingya refugees to tell their own stories, and a
new 2023 finalized digital art project, Digital Art — Refugee Engagement (DA-RE), are exam-
ples of a growing amount of lived experiences performed and documented by young
Rohingya in the refugee camps of Cox’s Bazar. | have chosen these four projects as research
objectives for my Ph.D. at the University of Amsterdam, Faculty of Humanities, and South
Asian Institute of Policy and Governance, North South University, Dhaka. The research wants
to understand, if these social practices are forms of archival awareness and the creation of
an “Archive” to offer a counter-narrative to “othering” discourses in the host communities
and the West."”2

Relevant to this understanding is the objective of the Rohingyas with these documents,
with this Archive. Above mentioned Mohammed Salim Khan, Kutapalung registered camp
resident and photographer for the Rohingya Photography Competition, explains his
commitment to document Rohingya life by saying, "You see, the root of our people's trou-
ble is documentation or the lack thereof* What does an Archive mean for the Rohingya, a
stateless people with a deterritorialized identity?'* Archives are nation-state oriented,
meaning accountability of the national government or the local branches thereof, the
memory of the nation (national history), and rights of the national citizen.’s The chosen
subject has as its consequence a probe into the researcher himself, educated as a national
citizen, looking from a state-oriented perspective, a Western view, using Archive as a refer-
ence. Are we talking about an Archive in the Western sense? Is it possible to probe the
Rohingya soul? For this very reason endorsing, Chittagong University based, cultural
anthropologist Nasir Uddin words, “In fact, | had a strong feeling that it was not an appropriate
time for a researcher to conduct fieldwork and ask questions about their (Rohingya women
sitting on both sides of the road fleeing from Rakhine state 25 September 2017, trying to
survive) conditions, their past, present and future.”’¢ From the outset, positive consequences
have to be articulated for the research to be relevant for the Rohingya community itself,
besides the relevance for the academic community, to prevent “disappointment when they
(the Rohingya women) came to know why | stopped to speak to them."” Awareness is
needed to avoid cliches and shorthand forms becoming immersed in the idiom of this
research. It is clear from the start that at least one objective has been achieved: the researchers
choice of these Rohingya interventions is proof of their inspiration and enhanced exposure
to their community. Now, the challenge is to search for new objectives for archiving besides
the three main ones (memory, accountability, and rights) to serve the lives of displaced
peoples.
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Digital Archiving Challenges
- Mahbubul H. Sarker*

Today life has become much more advanced and complicated because of the unstoppable march
of science and technology. Thus in every sector of life, people think twice before embarking
upon any significant change in the existing conditions to a new one. In the history of mankind,
many people and nations have had the farsightedness to preserve some records, documents, and
even coins and inscriptions as memories of a group of people or nations. This tradition reached
an unbelievable stage in cases of documents and records that people, institutions, governments,
and nations preserved for an unbelievably longish time for vital use. Needless to say, these were
preserved according to the time's ideas, knowledge, and technology. These world-famous
National Archives evolved into French National Archives, the British Library, the USA National
Archives, and so on. However, these traditional bodies today are facing the challenges of
digitization of documents and records. The phenomenon has become a great cause of concern.

Archiving importance:

The importance of archiving cannot be overstated as a means to preserve the past memories and events in
a standard process to be retrieved quickly and easily in the future. The records generated today become
history tomorrow and its critical to be able to track them for legal, compliance and for research needs. An
organization could be immensely benefitted to set the future direction by analyzing the past events and
records. It could be a treasure trove for the future researcher in just few generations.

Digital archiving:

It’s a repository of digital information of an organization. The repository along with all its artifacts are
electronic by nature and modern digital platforms such as web, mobile, etc. can be used for their fast
retrieval, viewing and sharing. Document file, video clip, and voice recording can be preserved. Digital
archiving by no means can be a replacement of the traditional archiving. Traditional archiving which is
analog and manual in nature must be there to preserve the original copy intact. Moreover, there are certain
artifacts which cannot be made digital and preserving them in the physical form is the only option. Digital
archive is there to complement and enhance the traditional archiving by ensuring a fast search and
retrieval of the items from anywhere.

Digital archiving challenges:

While digital archiving has made content accessibility easy, there are multiple challenges to realize a
well-functioning, reliable and maintainable archiving eco system.

File format:

The biggest challenge is the format of the file being preserved. Technology is moving fast and file
formats are continuously evolving. The preserved format could be obsolete in no time if the file is not
converted to some sort of universal format before the preservation.

Lack of digitation of the data source:

In order to achieve transparent, accurate and reliable archiving repository, all data generating entities and
processes should be digitized in the first place. The lack of digitization will result in manual intervention
to archive a digital artifact. Manual intervention makes the process slow and error prone if reliable
monitoring and action plan is not there. Actually, all most all data artifacts reside digitally in its inception
somewhere in the desktop of the author and it should be on its way to be archived after the certain
approval process right from its source.

* Director, IT, North South University
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Lack of well-defined process:

There must be clear policy and process about the artifacts being archived. The challenge is to ensure with
full confidence that each and every item as per the policy will get archived without any fail. Having a
well-defined process to adhere to is critical system. The process needs to be enforced digitally and
monitoring measures must be in place to avoid losing artifacts on their way reaching out to the archival
system.

Coordination between the offices:

Lack of coordination between the offices is another source of data loss that never reaches to the archiving
system. For digital archiving system to be accurate and successful, the coordination between the offices
should be automatic so that the officers do not need to remember proactively rather it will be presented to
them automatically and the actual archiving will take place implicitly as a part of the process. Automating
the business process of an organization is also a key ingredient to achieve reliable digital archiving.
NSU’s BPM (business process management) system could play a key role in this direction.

Reconciliation Strategy:

In an effort to arrest data loss, there should be a way to reconcile the number of artifacts and the types of
artifacts being archived between the source system and the archiving destination — at least monthly. The
process and the systems should be adjusted regularly to avoid repeating the same issues next time.

Data Backup:

Having a repository redundancy is critical for a well-functioning and maintainable, accurate digital
archiving system. The redundant repository should be located in geographically different places than the
actual server. The data backup process must be autonomous and proper monitoring should be there to
keep an eye to avoid any failure anytime during the backup processes.

Data Security:

Preserving the data integrity and to have the confidence on the item being displayed is another big
challenge for the digital archiving. As the new threat emerges by the hour, protecting the digital artifacts
from being corrupted is a continuous battle. There are best practices and well-defined & time tested
process being used by many established organization across the globe. Those established process will be a
good starting point to take on this issue.

Data Privacy:

A well-implemented confidentiality regime to identify and view each artifact is very important for a
successful digital archiving system. The data could be private, public, protected, sensitive, confidential
based on the type of the audience it has been produced for. The author of the document should have the
confidence that the digitally archived private documents cannot be viewed by any party other than the one
it is intended for.

Evolving Technology:

Technology is changing fast and the digital archiving system risks becoming obsolete if archiving system
is not evolved in pace with the technology. The viewing, sharing and the archiving process as well as the
platform being used to deliver and to view is critical to ensure the content to be portable for the future
generations to come.
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Digitalization

Lack of Commitment:

Many organizations are hesitant to invest on archiving as the return on investment cannot be seen quickly
enough because of the very nature of the archiving. The investment on archiving can bear fruits in the
long run when each and every artifact becomes priceless with every passing year. The organization should
have rock solid commitment to shoulder the expenses in the short term. However, a digital archiving can
demonstrate its usefulness from the get go if the entire organization could be made dependent on the
archiving system to view all artifacts produced in the organization for their day to day activities.

Digital Archiving System:

Deciding on the right digital archiving system could be one of the biggest challenges faced by an
organization as it has the far reaching impact for the entire life cycle of the archiving infrastructure. Many
local vendors have been explored and most of them are confusing between document management system
and archiving system.

Conclusion:

Archiving, in general, is complex and digital archiving is even more difficult. The most important aspect
of archiving is fast search and retrieval capability in a platform-independent manner without
compromising the document’s privacy and security.
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National Archives of Bangladesh - History, Heritage & Cultural Perspectives

- Dr. Forgan Uddin Ahmed *

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman established the Directorate of Archives and Librar-
ies in November 1972. In 2001, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina laid the foundation for con-
structing the National Archives Building.

SoTAe, BRE-bR09 |
A

National Archives building of Bagladesh ‘ Palm Leaf Manuscript, 18th Century

The first phase of the National Archives building construction was completed in 2004, and
the second phase in 2012. At present, the activities of the National Archives are carried out
in a 5-story administrative building and a 7-story stack building located at Agargaon,
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar, Dhaka-1207. The National Archives collections are becoming more
prosperous and more significant. So far, the volume of documents saved exceeds five
crore pages. These documents are systematically classified according to document char-
acteristics. Separate catalogs have been created for each class to help needle from this
vast haystack efficiently and quickly. However, the number of catalogs is 65. Anyone who
needs information can find it in this specific catalog. The page can be seen in the catalog
instructions.

Archives are preservation centers of collected documents and records of a nation.
'Archives’ are also gathered from public and private sources. In this regard, there was an
ordinance named the 'National Archives Ordinance’ in 1983. In September 2021, it was
replaced by the National Archives Act. The Act states that archival material must have
historical, political, economic, or cultural significance. These include documents of various
kinds, manuscripts, newspapers, letters, registers, books, maps, lists, designs, photo-
graphs, documents (handwritten or drawn or otherwise presented), papers prepared as
part of the work of a public office, state contracts, and memoranda of understanding.
Commission Reports, Cinematographs, Films, Recordings, Tapes, Discs, and Manuscripts
of dignitaries. That is why archives are recognized as a reliable source of information
worldwide.

The National Archives contains the historical information records or documents of all the
country’s government agencies, private organizations, and individuals in exceptional
cases. These can be called the memory of the nation. The National Archives also preserves
the growing characteristics of a country or nation’s existence. However, the concerned
people have raised the question of how much expertise the National Archives of Bangla-
desh can show.

* Former Deputy -Director-General
Bangladesh Ansar VDP & Writer, Columnist, and Researcher
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Document management should be getting the attention it should have. Due to this, the
situation remains critical there. In addition, the National Archives needs more control over
records nationwide. Recently, in a discussion, many emphasized developing document
management skills by including the subject in the mainstream educational systems and
undertaking basic training programs. It was also suggested that relevant personnel should
be adequately trained. There was a need for archives at the departmental levels. Interna-
tional Archives Day has been celebrated since 2007 by the International Council on
Archives or ICA, the global apex body for archives and records management. The main
objective of this Day is to raise awareness about archives and records management among
the general public and policymakers.

Historically, countries and institutions have had archives mainly as tools for record-keeping
and administration. Archives are central to governance, though this has a fraught history -
colonial governments, for example, have collected information about their subjects as a
control method. And decisions about what is deemed “worthy” of archiving can be deeply
subjective. However, having a good archive can also help to hold governments account-
able to their citizens. According to the ICA, “well-managed archives and records are how a
country can understand the who, when, where, how and why of government actions. They
enable the delivery of human rights and the ability for a government to explain and defend
its actions.”

Historical archives are collections of primary source materials preserved over time for their
historical significance. These materials include diaries, photographs, letters, films, books,
maps, government documents, and other records that offer insight into the past. Archives
can be found in various places depending on the type of document and its age, including
libraries, museums, historical societies, universities, online databases, government institu-
tions, and individual donations. Some archives are dedicated to a specific subject or period,
while others are broader in scope. Preserving historical archives is essential for future gen-
erations because they provide valuable information about people, events, geographical
locations, and social movements that have defined our societies over time. As such,
preserving these archives is significant for many reasons. Historical archives play a crucial
role in perpetuating our cultural heritage. Documenting our ancestors' customs, traditions,
and practices provides a tangible link to the past that future generations can learn from
and appreciate. Preserving historical archives ensures that future generations can access
this information and acquire a good and precise knowledge of it.

This helps promote cultural continuity and identity, maintaining our unique cultural heri-
tage for generations. The scale and complexity of both born-digital and digitized digital
archives pose enormous challenges for researchers and memory institutions. In libraries,
these new types of records are fundamentally changing the landscape and the role of
archivists and archival institutions. The emergence of new generation technologies also
brings a variety of complexities and challenges to archival frameworks, requiring new capa-
bilities and approaches on how best to capture, preserve, contextualize, and present the
increasingly born-digital and digitized records. However, this technological shift also
brings new opportunities for research and experimentation. For example, technological
developments have transformed how researchers can access and explore archival collec-
tions. The digitization of archival materials has opened a variety of large-scale digital
displays to the world. Additionally, born-digital archives are beginning to reach terabytes,
comprising many different media types that can be made accessible online.
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The significant challenges of our time from global warming to social inequalities cannot be
solved within a single discipline. The same applies to inaccessible archives: we cannot
expect archivists or digital humanists alone to find a magical solution that will instantly
make digital records more accessible. Instead, we must establish collaborations across
disciplines that seldom talk to each other. Until recently, the scholarship on digitized and
born-digital records originated from the archive sector and focused primarily on
preservation. No matter what the archive is or how big it is, granting users access in a way
that clearly shows how and why some records are available while others are not is a crucial
challenge for digital archives. Sustainable ways to maintain and create libraries need to be
identified, and articles in this special issue illuminate several ways this could be done. A
cross-disciplinary approach seems inevitable given the status of the digital humanities as a
tech-focused study of historical concern. Once the issue of access to archives has been
overcome, new computational tools can be developed to either help explore these
archives or complete the digitization themselves.

The archiving process is the long-term storage of data in various forms to preserve it in the
most pristine condition possible. The idea behind archiving is to ensure that there is no loss
of information over a long period, and that the information present in the archive is
immutable across this timeframe. This is to make sure that there is no unnecessary
alteration made that can distort the original intent behind archiving that material. Archives
are usually heavily restricted places, often highly secure because their importance is
distributed across fields, works, and institutions. Several institutions and lots of work benefit
from careful, meticulous archiving, while several others are indirectly linked. So, it is no
surprise that one of the primary beneficiaries is the institution of education. However,
certain things need to be addressed before getting into its importance in education - namely,
how archives differ from libraries, the importance of archiving as a practice, and its role in
education.

Archives are stored. Here vital government records and other valuable historical
documents are kept well organized. Citizens have open access here. 'Archive material' is
also collected from public and private sources. The age of these materials should be at least
25 years in the government sector, and 30 years in the private sector. Only some things are
considered archival material just because it is old. In this regard, the National Archives of
Bangladesh provides an explicit picture.

Finally, governments and policymakers need to be serious about the problems and
potentials of archives in general and, in the case of Bangladesh, that of the National
Archives. Moreover, we must be mindful of how public our national archives are. Public
involvement should be increased considering the importance and awareness of libraries.
After all, we cannot be surprised that the archive is a monument to the nation's history and
heritage; but a defiant role in preserving a nation’s glorious past and heritage.
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Archive: Holding the National Documents, History, and Records
- Dr. Jesmin Ara Sultana Sathi *

An archive is a collection of historical documents, records, and other materials preserved for future
reference. Archives can be found in various settings, including government offices, libraries, museums, and
private collections.

The purpose of an archive is to preserve and make accessible the records of the past. This can be done for
various reasons, such as documenting historical events, providing evidence for legal cases, or preserving a
society's cultural heritage.

Archives play an essentialrole in the preservation of history. They provide a valuable resource for
researchers, historians, and anyone interested in learning about the past. Archives can also be used to
educate the public about history and to promote civic engagement. In Bangladesh, the National Archives is
responsible for preserving and managing the country's national archives. The National Archives was
established in 1972, and it currently holds a collection of over 10 million documents. The collection
includes official records, personal papers, maps, photographs,local government records, old newspapers,
and rarebooks.

The National Archives is open to the publicand offers variousservices, such as research assistance,
document copying, and digitization. The National Archives also organizes multiplepublic events, such as
exhibitions, lectures, and workshops.The National Archives is essential for studyingBangladesh's history
and culture. It is a valuable tool for researchers, historians, and anyone interested in learning about the
pastof South Asia.Archives are essentialfor several reasons. They preserve the records of the past, which can
be used to learn about history, culture, and society. They also provide evidence for legal cases and can be
used to promote civic engagement.

Archives face several challenges, including:

I. Funding: Archives often need to be more funded, making preserving and managing collections
difficult.

IL. Digitization: The digitization of archives is a challenge, requiring specialized equipment and expertise.

III. Preservation: Archives are vulnerable to natural disasters like floods and fires. They are also
vulnerable to human factors, such as theft and vandalism.

Archives challenges are likely to continue, and new challenges may emerge. However, the importance of libraries is
evident. They are essential for preserving the records of the past and for promoting understanding of history and
culture.

The future of archives is challenging, especially with the predominance of digital materials. With the support of the
public, libraries will continue to play an essential role in preserving the records of the past and promoting an
understanding of history and culture.

*Writer and Researcher
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The Vital Role of Archives in Empowering Young Researchers
- Maxim Gorky Samya*

As a young researcher, | have realized how crucial archives are in defining and encouraging
my academic career. Archives are knowledge treasure troves that preserve and organize
historical documents, articles, and antiquities that hold the key to unlocking the riddles of
the past. These historical information vaults not only provide a glimpse into the past, but
also serve as an essential basis for new discoveries and intellectual breakthroughs. In this
article, | will discuss how archives have contributed to my intellectual development and
why they are important for young researchers like me.

One of the most important ways archives inspire young researchers is by giving them direct
access to the original sources of information. Firsthand information, as opposed to second-
ary information, which provides commentary on historical events, is the key element of
history. Firsthand accounts, authentic documents, photographs, journals, correspondence,
and other artifacts provide an unfiltered view of the past. Access to such original docu-
ments becomes essential for doing extensive and precise studies since it helps us to exam-
ine and comprehend the past objectively and without being affected by middlemen. By
engaging with original resources, | have broadened my cognitive boundaries, which has
helped me have a deeper comprehension of the things | study and challenge past beliefs.

Furthermore, archives foster an overpowering sense of discovery and joy in the research
experience. As a young researcher, | always seek new material and unknown areas to excite
my curiosity. Archives are filled with unknown gems that are waiting to be unearthed. The
exhilaration of rummaging through old boxes and discovering long-forgotten stories is
unparalleled. I have spent many hours poring through old manuscripts, delicate paintings,
and rare books, hoping to find a hidden gem. These historical encounters not only reignite
my interest in research but also inspire me to offer intriguing questions and perform
unique investigations. As a result, archives serve as enzymes that accelerate intellectual
curiosity and creativity, fostering an appreciation of learning that extends beyond the
confines of the classroom.

In addition, archives encourage creativity and analytical talents by requiring us to wade
through enormous amounts of material and make informed conclusions. In this day and
age, the ability to appraise sources' reliability, relevance, and limits is crucial. Young
researchers can learn these skills in a controlled and organized environment provided by
archives. Sifting through archives, reading handwritten papers, and comparing sources
foster critical thinking and a rigorous approach to research. As a result, archives empower
youths with the abilities they require to deal with the complexities of the digital era and
make significant contributions to their particular fields.

Finally, through connecting researchers across generations, archives foster a sense of
permanence and collaboration. As a new researcher, | usually find inspiration in the works
of past scholars. Archives allow me to look up my intellectual ancestors and build on the
foundations laid by them.

* Student, North South University, Dhaka, Researcher & Writer .
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Archives: Standardization of History Documents
- Sinha Afrin Titli*

A fundamental aspect of human civilization is the urge to share ideas and sentiments, even
as societies evolve and progress. Throughout history, people have found ways to express
themselves and preserve their thoughts through various gestures and objects. The exact
origin of the first archives, including their creation date, location, and method, remains
unknown. However, archives have existed since the very beginning of civilization, and as
societies advanced, techniques for archival record keeping gradually developed. The
concept of archival preservation has evolved in response to the needs of political, econom-
ic, and social institutions over time. Ancient civilizations such as Egypt, Sumeria, Babylonia,
and Assyria established their own archives as they grew, highlighting the significance of
written records in shaping historical narratives.

Archival materials are defined as records that are obtained, organized, described, main-
tained, and made accessible by archives. These materials play a crucial role in documenting
and preserving the history of societies. They offer insights into the activities of kings, the
establishment of laws and regulations, and the customs and traditions of ancient civiliza-
tions. In particular, written commands, instructions, and news items from rulers were
considered valuable archival materials.

The Egyptians are credited with developing the first known writing system. They utilized
various mediums, including papyrus-like plants and clay discs, to record information. Other
materials such as stones, animal skins, papyrus, beech bark, and palm leaves were also
employed for writing purposes. While different civilizations had their preferred writing
materials, the Egyptians notably used papyrus rolls extensively around 3000 BC. Papyrus
trees were utilized to create these rolls. In Asia Minor, writing on animal skin dates back to
approximately 2000 BC, while India predominantly used beech bark from the Himalayas,
known as Bhurja Patra, for writing. Palm leaves were widely used as writing instruments in
India, Tibet, Thailand, Burma, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, and Indonesia. All these ancient
artifacts served as historical records, preserving royal correspondence, and documenting
significant events and activities of ruling powers.’

During the medieval period in India, Muslim rulers governed from 712 AD to 1708 AD. They
utilized materials such as tree bark, palm leaves, and Bhurja Patra to write religious stories,
literature, and other forms of documentation. The Mughal rulers (1525-1707) brought
efficient governance, and their administrative proceedings were written on paper. This led
to their administration being referred to as the "paper government. The Mughal period
witnessed the use of paper, ink, seals, handwriting techniques, envelopes, and illumination
in administrative practices.2

In the medieval period, the Mughal rulers held significant power, and administrative
records were preserved in various archives in India and Bangladesh. The need to preserve
government documents gradually led to the establishment of national archives in various
countries, particularly from the 18th century onward. The world's first modern archives
were established in France in 1789. In June 1794, the French government issued a procla-
mation emphasizing the preservation of old records as cultural heritage and recognizing
new records as public property.

*Student, Teacher Assistant, Researcher & Writer, North South University, Dhaka.
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Archives are valuable cultural and natural resources for a country. Institutions that are
public or private, and autonomous are created to manage the administrative, political,
economic, and social aspects of a nation, and the records they produce on a daily basis are
typically preserved for use by future generations in their research after they have finished
their working lives. After the Liberation War of Bangladesh, keeping this in mind, when our
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was trying to build a new country,
he thought of establishing an Archives. Thus, the ‘Directorate of Archives and Libraries’ was
established in 1972, and started functioning at a rented house in the Elephant Road; later
it was shifted to its own building in Agargaon in 1985. The Bangladesh Government
approved a separate archive building in 1995, which was partly completed by 2004. The
foundation stone of the new Bangladesh National Archives (BNA) building was laid by the
honorable Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in 2001. It was finally completed in 2012. BNA
aims to preserve government records after 25 years of storage by parent bodies. Effective
preservation and conservation programs are needed for long-term preservation of cultural
resources.”

In Bangladesh, the development of archives has followed a similar trajectory like others
with the preservation of historical materials becoming increasingly important. The main
objectives are to ensure official custody, serve as a legal depository, increase knowledge,
and strive for efficiency and economy in administrative machinery.? The establishment of
national archives has played a crucial role in safeguarding valuable documents, manu-
scripts, and records of national significance. These archives contribute to the understand-
ing of Bangladesh's history, culture, and governance.*
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Unlocking the Past: The Significance of Bangladesh National Archives in My Mind
-Nowshin Tabassum Kongkon *

I have always been fascinated by history and its ability to connect us with our roots. While growing up, I
often found myself captivated by stories of the struggles and triumphs of our ancestors. This happened
during my visit to the Bangladesh National Archives at Sher-E-Bangla Nagar, Agargaon, Dhaka. On that
day, I truly realized the significance of this museum of essential documents, papers, and history-related
matters in shaping my mind.

The Bangladesh National Archives, located in Sher-E-Bangla Nagar, Agargaon, Dhaka, is a treasure trove
of historical papers, documents, photographs, maps, MoUs, and other valuable records that span several
centuries. The institution was officially established in 1972, just after the liberation war, by the father of
the nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. It is still serving as a guardian of the national heritage.
Its primary mission is to collect, preserve, and provide access to these invaluable artifacts that chronicle
our nation’s rich history .

I first visited the National Archives back in 2016, when I was studying in class 10 in humanities
background. I was a history-loving person from my childhood. Knowing new things and past events
excites me so much. Visiting the National Archives was a transformative and knowledgeable experience
for me. Walking through the halls lined with shelves stacked with ancient manuscripts, documents, and
books, I could feel the weight of history bearing down on me. I was feeling goosebumps. Each document
held a story waiting to be uncovered. This story would connect me with the roots of our Bengali people
and help me better understand the struggles and sacrifices made by our forefathers.

One of the most significant aspects of the National Archives is its role in preserving our cultural heritage.
It safeguards manuscripts, rare books, and ancient texts. From the long list of their preservation, some of
the documents date back to the Mughal period. These invaluable artifacts are not only sources of historical
knowledge but also windows into our cultural identity, a sign, and symbol to take us in the next
generation’s footsteps to pass the torch. Exploring these documents made my heart feel so great and
warm. Visiting the place and witnessing the evolution of our language, literature, and art forms instilled a
deep appreciation and respect for our cultural heritage.

The National Archives also preserves an extensive collection of photographs that capture pivotal moments
in the past. These images offer a glimpse into the history and visualize the struggles and triumphs of our
nation and countryman. For instance, the iconic photograph of our father of the nation, Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman delivered his historic speech on March 7, 1971, still sends chills down my spine.
These photographs carry the spirit and enthusiasm of young researchers and future historians.

*Student of North South University and Researcher
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In addition to preserving and showcasing historical artifacts, the National Archives plays a significant role
in facilitating research and education to researchers and writers. It provides a platform for scholars,
researchers, writers, faculties, teachers, and students to delve into the information stored within its walls
for long years. The archives also offer us a wide range of resources, including official records, personal
diaries, and oral histories, enabling researchers to understand various historical events in us
comprehensively. In my findings, I immersed myself in narratives of the Language Movement, the
Liberation War, and the socio-economic and socio-political changes. These insights helped me to
understand the values deeply.

Moreover, the National Archives also organizes exhibitions, seminars, and workshops for civilians,
including researchers, faculty members, teachers, students, and writers, to raise awareness about keeping
the national archive safe. The authority also engages the younger generation, encouraging them to provide
data and information for their research. These events provide a platform for dialogue and exchange of
ideas. By actively participating and involving the youth, the archives ensure that history is not confined to
textbooks but a living and breathing entity that we can explore further.

In conclusion, the Bangladesh National Archives hold immense significance in the minds of the younger
generation. It serves as a gateway to our past and history, enabling us to unlock our ancestors' stories,
struggles, and triumphs. By preserving our cultural heritage, facilitating research works, and engaging the
youth in several aspects, the National Archives ensures that our history remains alive and available to
society and culture. Visiting this institution has left an indelible mark on my mind, igniting a passion for
history and instilling a sense of pride in my heritage. I hope to revisit it soon! Every young citizen should
be able to explore, visit and know about the past and history to take our culture further with proper
knowledge and education.
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The Making of North South University Archives
- Professor Dr. Sharif uddin Ahmed *

Archives are memories of a nation and sources of a nation’s
history and development. But they are also sources of insti-
tutional history, especially of educational institutions. As
governments and people become increasingly aware of the
value of archives, different institutions are now taking steps
to have their archives. In this process, educational institu- S5

tions, especially universities, have started to find their g == \
archives as not just simply memories of the institutions. but m
also evidence of their contributions to the field of knowl-
edge in general. and their own nations achievements in different areas. Especially, as they
also highlight the accomplishments of alums who started their trail-blazing journey from
their alma maters.

The University of Oxford, one of the oldest surviving universities in the world, has records
since the 13th century. Though the University does not allow one central archive because of
the nature of the institution, descriptions of all kinds can be found in different places or
colleges. In any case, these are the nature of the Oxford University Records, which are
preserved and scattered in other places.

Oxford University Archives hold the administrative records of Oxford University itself. These
date from 1214 to the present and include:

«  charters, statutes, and title deeds;

. records of the Chancellor's Court;

- records of the University's legislative and executive bodies (Congregation, Convoca-
tion, and Hebdomadal Council);

. financial and central administrative records;

- records of past members of the University;

- records of University delegacies and committees; and

« departmental and faculty records.’

Manchester University Archives

University of Manchester, UMIST, as well as the current University.

“The University Archives are records of the University, its predecessor institutions, and asso-
ciated bodies retained permanently because of their historical importance. The University’s
Archives are managed by the University of Manchester Library and maintained in a central
store. They date from 1824 to today and include records of the Manchester Mechanics’ Insti-
tution, Owens College, Victoria University.”

Purpose

The Manchester University Archives authority emphasizing the value of archives, observes,
“Having an institutional archive which is comprehensive, relevant and up-to-date is essential
to ensuring that we have an accurate record of the University’s activities and achievements
over time. We aim to collect essential records created by the University's governing bodies,

*President, BARMS & Founding Chairman, Department of History and Philosophy, NSU
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professional support services, academic faculties, schools, research institutes, and other
business units” They also enlighten that their essential records include:

“Official publications such as Annual Reports, Prospectuses, Syllabi/Course Modules, and
Examination Papers.

«  Minutes and Papers of University Committees.

«  Financial Records (selective).
«  Policy Files (selective).

«  Photographs and Plans".

The Manchester University authority also
observes that they only preserved what
they thought was necessary for their old
vision of archives rather than everything.
They also identified records they thought
should be archived and finally sent them
to Archives.

Thus only, “a small minority of University records are retained as archives. The University’s
Records Retention Schedule, maintained by the Information Governance Office, sets out
retention periods and disposition actions for different types of University records. The
ultimate disposition action is usually to archive or destroy records at the end of their reten-
tion period; ‘archive’for these purposes means transferring to the custody of the University
Archives!” The Authority also emphasizes the Records Retention Schedule is mandatory,
and it is essential that staff abide by its requirements. Assessment and review of records for
archival value will be an ongoing process, governed by the Schedule and supported by
advice from the University Archivist. Managing records according to the Schedule will
ensure that records do not accumulate uncontrolled and disposition actions are taken
promptly. It also facilitates identification of high-value records for archival retention.”

The Authority further observes that “Relevant records should be assessed for archival reten-
tion as soon as is feasible, and most papers can be assessed and transferred within ten to
fifteen years of their creation; it is a misconception that archives have to be (visibly) old
before these decisions can be taken. Occasionally, however, staff may come across legacy
University records, which are not designated in the Schedule, and they should then contact
the University Archivist for advice. The University Archives accepts records in any format.
We aim to acquire and maintain recently created documents in their original digital formats.
Post-2004 archival records should only be in analog (paper) form if they are specifically
required to be retained in this form. We can advise on transferring digital records to the
Archives!”

The Manchester University Archives Authority further remarks that “the term ‘archiving’ is
often used by administrators in a different sense to what is meant by the archival (perma-
nent) value of records. Records which have continuing value to administrators may be
‘archived’in offsite stores or offline digital storage for the duration of their retention periods;
they may (or may not) become archives if their content justifies permanent retention and
only become so at the point of transfer to the University Archives.”

The Manchester University Archives Authority additionally highlights that ‘The Information
Governance Office’is responsible for the University's overall records management policies,
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procedures, and training, and it should be the
first point of contact for staff with any general
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the public universities of the time. A group of ol
philanthropic business people, civil servants, JFF;*'?
and other enthusiasts in education endeav- Ao e
ored to establish the system of Private Univer- .

sities in Bangladesh. After lots of lobbying and '1":(1‘2"H

finally, through the deliberations of the Parlia-

ment, the Private University Act was passed in

1992.Thus, on 5 November 1992, the North South University officially appeared as the First
Private University in Bangladesh. Though officially approved, North South University started
its academic session on 3 January 1993, and the formal opening took place on 10 February
1993. At first, it started its activities from a rented building, Abedin Tower, Banani, and then
it built its grand building at Bashundhara, where it began functioning in 2009.

The NSU has a complete infrastructure with all necessary administrative and academic units
and other sections and divisions. The student number increased from 137 in 1993 to 25,000
in 2023. The educational activities have increased enormously with four different Schools of
social and natural sciences and other branches of education. All this has naturally given
birth to enormous numbers of records and files now lying and kept in different places.
Though computer technology was used from the beginning, the modes of creating tradi-
tional hard copies of information are also in vogue. Thus NSU now has an enormous amount
of conventional and digital records. This has made space problems, the longevity of forms,
retrieval issues, and long-time general preservation of documents as a memory of the insti-
tution and consultation of them when needed.

The existing circumstances thus have led to the consideration of the NSU authority of
having an archive of its own. NSU authority has thus begun the process of founding its
Archives. Recently, the authority has started formulating an Archives Policy and establishing
Archives. In developing the Archives Policy, the NSU will follow the basic archiving princi-
ples and fulfills some of its particular needs.

Digital technology has created new challenges, so much so that most records must be
preserved digitally. In this context, NSU has been following the methodology adopted by
UNESCO and is now going through a trial period of the system.

All this would require a separate administrative body and an infrastructure to which the
NSU authority has already given much thought and approval.
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Thus within a short period, NSU would have its own archives. When it starts, it would be the
First Archives of a Private University in Bangladesh, thus beginning a unique carrier for itself
as it would preserve the memory of NSU and its alums who have already made a dent in the
expansion of NSU's legacy throughout the world. It would also create a new image of Ban-
gladesh in general and North South University in particular.

Reference:
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tage/university-archives/(Visited 15 May 2023)
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